Tips on converting a DVD into MPEG4 or DiVX with CLAD DVD and FlasKMPEG

This is just a quick guide to get the beginner started on converting to DiVX or perhaps to give the more experienced user some different settings to try.

When you first start out experimenting with DiVX you are faced with a bombardment of different settings. This guide will metaphorically hold your hand through the maze of DiVX settings and at least get you on your way to converting your first movie.

The first thing that you need to do is get yourself a set of good codecs. These are small files, which encode the video/audio to compress it, and decode the video/audio to play it. This link will get you all that you require…Kristal Studio DivX Codecs Pack. 

Next thing you require is a tool to copy (or rip) your DVD to your hard drive. The tool that I use, I think that it is the easiest to use, is Clad DVD follow this link to download it…Clad-DVD 2.0. You need plenty of free space on your hard drive to do this, check how big the DVD is – that is roughly how much space you need.

Ok so now you have these files you need a program that will do the converting for you. The one I use is FlasKMPEG. You can get it here…FlasKMPEG. 

One more program that you might require if you want to put your finished DiVX file onto CD is a bitrate calculator. This will tell you what the bitrate of the final audio and video should be to fit it into the specified file size…DivX Bitrate Calculator
Right lets DiVX!!!

1. Create a directory to store your ripped DVD files.

2. Put your DVD in Your DVD drive.

3. Open Clad DVD.

4. Click the destination directory button, and select the directory that you have just created.

5. Click decrypt movie. This process takes about 5-10 minutes.

6. When Clad DVD has finished, close it down.

7. Open FlasKMPEG.

8. Drop the FILE list down and click OPEN DVD.

9. Navigate to the directory where you stored your ripped files.

10. Highlight the .ifo file.

11. Select your relevant language and click FlasK this DVD.

12. Drop the OPTIONS list and click OUTPUT FORMAT OPTIONS.

13. Click the top SELECT CODEC button.

14. Drop down the Compressor list and select KS-MPEG4 VKI CODEC V3

15. Click CONFIGURE.

16. Move the data rate to 1000 (if you are going to put your finished file on to CD see below).
17. Click OK.

18. Click the Audio SELECT CODEC button.

19. Drop down the format list and select MPEG Layer-3.

20. Drop down the attributes list and select 128Kbit/s, 48000Hz, Stereo 16KB/s

21. Click OK.

22. Click OK on the AviPlugin window.

23. Drop down the options list and click GLOBAL PROJECT OPTIONS (Export Movie Settings).

24. Click the Video Tab.

25. Set the width to 496, and the height to 336 (I find these settings work well)

26. Set the output frame rate to the same is the DVD (25fps for PAL, or 30fps for NTSC)

27. Set iDCT to MMX iDCT (Fastest).

28. Click the Audio tab.

29. Check the Decode Audio box, and the Same as Input Box.

30. Click the Post Processing Tab.

31. Check the HQ Bicubic filtering option.

32. Click the No Crop, No letterboxing, and Keep Aspect ratio options.

33. Click the Files tab.

34. Click the Browse button and navigate to the folder where you want the finished file to be saved, and type in a name for the finished file. Click Save.

35. Click the General Tab and Check the Compile whole file option.

36. Set the search size to 30000.

37. Click the OK button.

38. Drop the RUN list and click start conversion. You are now converting your video to DiVX!! (At Last !*?!) This process can take up to 24hrs depending on the speed of your CPU.

If you are going to copy your file onto CD you need to set the bitrate of the video so the file size of the finished DivX movie will fit on your CD.

a. Run the DivX Bitrate Calculator, divx_bitcalc.

b. Enter the length of your movie in minutes 
(TIP: if your movie is 83 minutes and 35 seconds, enter 84 minutes)

c. Enter the audio bitrate of 128 KB/s.

d. Enter 650 in the target file size box.

e. The number that you need to enter at step 16 above is the Video Bitrate Kbits/sec figure.

The above guide will get you started. The figures used above seem to give good quality video, and sound on my system, which is;

EpoX MVP3G5 MoBo

AMD K6-2 500

128Mb 100MHz SDRAM

Seagate 20Gb HDD

Toshiba SD-M1222 DVD-ROM

Matrox G400 Dual Head 32Mb AGP Graphics

ALS4000 PCI Sound Card.
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